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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a Non-Final Office Action in response to application filed 
November 13, 2003. Preliminary amendment filed on March 19, 2008 canceled claims 
1 -1 0 and added claim 1 1 . Claim 1 1 , as originally filed is presented for examination on 
the merits. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
"autonomic" is misspelled as "automomic" Pg. 2. Appropriate correction is required. 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word "one" is 
misspelled as "on" by applicant. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 112 2 nd . 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "one business process robot" yet no foundation 
has been laid for "one business" because none have yet been received. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Roach 
et al. 5,310,997 (hereinafter referred as Roach). 

As per claim 1 1 Roach discloses a retail store replenishment system, comprising: 
one or more retail stores equipped with means for tracking point of sales events and 
quantities of in-store stock, (col. 3, lines 25-33 retail store 200 wherein system 10 
integrates point of sale and warehouse processing functions; see also col. 3, line 59 - 
col. 4, line 4 plurality of stores; see also, col. 4, lines 35-68 (DSC) distribution control 
system that tracks merchandise and directs workflow in the warehouse), and a means 
for receiving notices of advanced shipments of stock (col. 1 , lines 47-57 interface 
programs to provide efficient merchandise selection and delivery process); at least one 
distribution center with means for tracking in-distribution center stock (col. 4 lines 35-54 
(DSC) distribution control system running on the main store processor 14, see Fig. 1 
and associated text), means for ordering stock from suppliers (col. 1 , lines 30-33 system 
10 integrates point of sale used in the selection, order and delivery of merchandise; see 
also, col. 20, lines 49-60 system 10 used for performing shelf count or restocking 
functions), and means for sending notices of advanced shipments of stock to one or 
more retail stores (col. 2, lines 9-18 point of sales system sends information to 
warehouse facility where the customer merchandise wait is minimized); at least one 
retail business process robot associated with each of said one or more retail stores (col. 
3, line 59 - col. 4, line 4 plurality of stores), said at least one business process robot 
receiving input from said means for tracking point of sales events and quantities of in- 
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store stock and from said means for receiving notices of advanced shipments of stock 
(col. 4, line 45 - col. 5, line 5 store processor 14 includes the (DSC) distribution center 
system warehouse inventory system; see Fig. 1 and associated text), said at least one 
business process robot determining a potential out-of-stock threat based on said input 
and providing notification of said potential out-of-stock threat (col. 9, lines 48-59 pen- 
based sales transaction computers 18 used to refer item data such as stock availability; 
see also, col. 12, lines 17-34 computer 18 prompts a screen on the computer of 
suggested products comparable to the unavailable merchandise); at least one 
distribution center business process robot associated with each of said at least one 
distribution center (col. 4, line 45 - col. 5, line 5 store processor 14 includes the (DSC) 
distribution center system warehouse inventory system; see Fig. 1 and associated text), 
said at least one distribution center business process robot controlling execution of an 
updatable execution plan (col. 7, lines 10-35 system 10 enables flow of information 
between point of sales controller 12, the main store processor 14 and sales transaction 
computers 18; see Fig. 1 and associated text); and at least one business process robot 
which communicates with each of said at least one retail business process robot and 
said at least one distribution center business process robot (col. 3, line 44 - col. 4, line 4 
system 48 located at a central management facility communicates with plurality of 
stores each having system 10, see Fig. 1 & 2 and associated text), said at least one 
business process robot manages distributions processes associated with stock 
distribution among said one or more retail stores and said at least one distribution 
center in a manner which automatically adapts distributions process to changing 
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business conditions (col. 4, lines 32 - 69 distribution center system; see also col. 19 line 
62 - col. 10, line 30 DCS system; see also col. 7 lines 1-9, merchandising system 56 
order and price change information), said business process robot including a data 
source containing quantified business goals, an execution module that governs 
execution of the distribution process, and a managerial module that monitors process 
performance and modifies business processes to achieve the business goals (col. 4, 
lines 5-2 store management application that runs on controller 64; see also, col. 16, 
lines 7-13 inventory management and distribution system 600, see Fig. 6 and 
associated text), said at least one business process robot receives notification of said 
potential out-of-stock threat from at least one retail business process robot associated 
with at least on retail store, creates an updated execution plan based on said 
notification and said business goals, and provides said updated execution plan to said 
at least one distribution center business process robot (col. 9, lines 48-59 pen-based 
sales transaction computers 18 used to refer item data such as stock availability; see 
also, col. 12, lines 17-34 computer 18 prompts a screen on the computer of suggested 
products comparable to the unavailable merchandise; see also col. 17, lines 27-34 
management report function). 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of 
record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply 
as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
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consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed 
by the examiner. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Zlatsin et al. (US 6,377,296) Virtual map system and method for tracking 
objects. 

• Mann et al. (5,216,592) System and method for business process 
automation. 

• Doyle et al. (US 2005/00442209) Autonomic management of autonomic 
systems. 

• Garnett et al. (US 6,856,942) System, method and model for autonomic 
management of enterprise applications. 

• Bancroft et al. (US 7,206,753) Methods for facilitating a retail environment. 

• Valogix Inventory Planner Product Brochure; www.valogix.com; Copyright 
2003-2008. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BOB CHUMPITAZ whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5494. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TR: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BRADLEY BAYAT can be reached on (571) 272-6704. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



B. C. 

Examiner, Art Unit 4115 



/Bradley B Bayat/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 41 15 
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